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Distovering the

Minor Prophets
Haggai

= The human heart is deceptively wicked yet somewhat consistent
& | initsbehavior, soit is not too alarming when history repeats the
actions of previous generations. The heart’ sexpression may vary

LR from erato era, but at the core, without the rule of the Spirit, it

the Minor Proghety

remains the same — self-centered. If anyone had opportunity to
break this cycle it would have been Israel. Not only could they learn
from the negative example of forefathers who walked away from God,
but they, as his chosen people, also had his never failing love. In this
mercy, God dealt with Israel through forgiveness when they repented
and judgment when they went astray. Y et despite this sovereign blend of
compassion and discipline, Israel never totally got it. Their heart contin-
ued to spurn God’ slove spiraling them deeper into judgment. As aresult,
the kingdom divided under Jeroboam and Rehoboam in 931 B.C., and
God allowed Israel, the northern kingdom, to be taken into captivity in
722 B.C. by the Assyrians. Y et Judah, the southern kingdom, experi-
enced mercy when good king Hezekiah, under the threat of the mocking
Assyrian army, bowed in humility before God. God defeated their enemy
and Judah lived in relative peace for about 100 years. Y et during this
time, as their heart turned again away from God, Babylon overthrew As-
syriaand became the tool through which, as the prophet Habbakuk will
later tell us, God punished Judah. In three deportations of 605, 597, and
586 B.C., during the ministry of Jeremiah, Babylon, under King Nebu-
chadnezzar, ransacked Jerusalem taking captive the chosen, disobedient
children of God. Y etaremnant of people, like Daniel, sought God
through the promises of the prophets and longed for the day when God
would restore their glory and bring them home. 70 years later, just after
Persia defeated Babylon and became the new world power, the word of
the LORD spoken through Jeremiah came true. God’ s people, under the
leadership of Zerubbabel started home. Sixteen years later, after the
work on the temple faltered, God raised up the prophet Haggai to chal-
lenge his people and us to give him, the desire of nations, first place.
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Life In Focus Study

Day One

] Background

\ + Introduction:
Digging % Our study this week will focus on the ministry of the prophet
Deeper Haggai who preached to those who first returned to Jerusalem

o Believeit or not:
Ezraand Nehemiah
were combined as
onework in the
earliest Hebrew

under the leadership of Zerubbabel. The chart below will help
structure the timeline of historical events, but in order to gain a
fuller understanding of the setting of Haggai, we need to get fa-
miliar with afew books that, because of their placement in the
OT, are often forgotten when studying the minor prophets.

out of Egypt. My

manuscripts. It Date: B.C. |Event: Reference:
was probably com- : :
plied after the 605, 597, 586 | Three deportations to Babylon and the fall of Judah. 2 Kings 24-25
events of Nehe- 538 1st Return under Zerubbabel, with the blessing of Ezral-6
miahin 426 B.C. Cyrus king of Persia, to rebuild the temple.
520 Haggai prophesiesto restart building the temple. Haggai
Sc f‘ip S G ry 520-515 |Zechariah prophesies. Zechariah
] 516 Temple completed and dedi cated. Ezra6:13-22
Haggai 2:46-5
. 483-473 | Esther preserves her people. Esther
...Be strong, all you
peopk oft/ie land, de- 458 (Z)P?hsetelg Teunder Ezra to restore spiritual condition Ezra7-10
clares the LORD. peopre
. 444 3rd Return under Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of Nehemiah 1-7
Work, for I am with eruslem
you, declares the — I -
LORD Qf fiosts, ac- Revival of the people Nehemiah 8-12
cording to the cove- 426 Nehemiah's Second Return and final reforms Nehemiah 13
nant that I made with Ministry of Malachi, a contemporary of Nehemiah, Malachi
you when you came the last prophet of the OT era.

¢ Study: Read Ezra 1, 3:1- 6:12.
%, Usethe back to write your answers. Who gave them permission
to rebuild? Why did the work on the temple stop? How would
you answer the question in 5:3? Who was to pay for the work?

Spirit remains in your
midst. Fear not.”
English Standard Version

It isimportant to hide God's

Word in our heart. Each

week we will provide a sec-

tion of verses you can use to

enjoy this benefit.

Tips:

1. Useafamiliar, reader-
friendly version.

2. Writethevs. on a3x5
card. Carry it with you.

3. Repetition iskey.

4. Focus on content.

¢ Reflect:

%, After the temple was complete, God used Esther to preserve his
people still left in captivity. Later, he used Ezrato restore the
spiritual condition of his people. What three things from Ezra
7:10 determined Ezra’ ssuccess in achieving God’ splan for his
life? Why is each one equally important for your life?
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Day Two ] Consider Your Ways!

12

Digging
Deeper

Additional Ques-
tions. The back-
ground of the book
of Ezra, let alone
the books of Esther
and Nehemiah,
provide strategic
detailsin under-
standing the books
of Haggai and
Zechariah. But let’s
go back to Ezra
and look at afew
more questions re-
lated to the ques-
tion posed by Tat-
tenai in Ezra5:3.

» How did Tattenai
describe the work
that restarted un-
der the ministry
of Haggai? (v.8).

» How did the peo-
ple of God an-
swer Tattenai’s
questions of who
they were and
who gave them
permission to
continue the pro-
ject? (w.11ff).
What is signifi-
cant about their
answer?

¢ Introduction:

%  Sometimes we don'’t see the error of our ways until someone
confronts us with it. Even then, we tend to justify and qualify
decisions or behavior to the point where we never truly hear and
heed the warning. In our story today, the people of Israel who
returned with Zerubbabel decided that it wasn't a good time to
rebuild the house of the LORD (1:2) and God took umbrage
with it. Time had passed, priorities waned, and God, through the
prophet Haggai, had them consider their ways.

¢ Study: Read Haggai 1:1-11.
%, Despite the blessing of king Cyrus to begin rebuilding the tem-
ple, the work stopped not long after it began. Reread Ezra4 and
try to determine why this happened.

% Using yesterday’ schart or a study Bible, how much time passed
by from the time the work stopped until the ministry of Haggai ?
What tends to happen after time? How did this affect the peo-
ple? What did they focus on instead of the temple?

% Describe what happened to the people as aresult of neglecting
the work on the temple. How did God get their attention? How
has he used consequence in your life to get your attention?

¢ Reflect:

% How critical isv.9to understanding why God allowed their
work at home and in the land to be futile? What does their focus
on their homes instead of the temple reveal about them? What
does God' sresponse to it reveal about him? Where are you most
like the people? Where have you neglected God?
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Day Three ] The People’s Response

[ V4

Digging
Deeper

o Remnant: Haggai

referred to the peo-
ple as aremnant
(hereand asoin
v.14 and in 2:2), not
merely because they
were survivors of the
Babylonian Exile but
also because they
were becoming what
the remnant of

God'’ s people should
always be—those
who are obedient
within their covenant
relationship to the
Lord (cf. Isaiah
10:21). (Bible
Knowledge Com).

Obedience:“ Asthey
humbly obeyed

God sword and
started work, God
helped them. We
havearolein bring-
ing about the bless-
ing of God by choos-
ing to act in submis-
sionto God'swill (2
Tim. 1:6-7). InHe-
brew, the words
messenger and work
aresimilar. Their use
close together here
reminds us that a
prophecy isnot a
‘blessing’ to be
pleased about, but an
instruction that
should lead to ac-
tion.” (New Bible
Commentary).

¢ Introduction:

% Even with the outside pressure of adversaries and the decree of
King Artaxerxes to stop the work on the temple (Ezra 4), God
held the people responsible. Because of their failure, their work
yielded little result. Nothing seemed to grow very well and
they could never seem to get full when they ate. When they
drank, they remained thirsty and when they clothed themselves
they remained cold. Even when they tried to save their money,
it disappeared like a purse full of holes. Fear of the decree
mixed with the passing years of not doing what they were sup-
posed to do led to lethargy and the struggling grind of life. Y et,
in his faithfulness, God brought the prophet Haggai to the peo-
ple and challenged them to consider their ways and respond in
obedience. And much to the reader’ s surprise, they did.

¢ Study: Read Haggai 1:12-15.
% Who led the people in their response to the words of Haggai ?
(v.12). What does this reveal about they type of man he was?

% Who are the remnant that are mention in v.12?What two key
words describe the action the people had in their response to
the what Haggai had to say? (v.12). Why is this significant?

% What comfort did the people take in v.13?What is possible
when God is on your side? How does Hebrews 13:5 challenge
us as New Testament believers? Where do you seek content-
ment? In things or in the presence of God?

¢ Reflect:

% Vv. 14 and 15 says that the LORD stirred up the spirit of the
leaders and the people to accomplish the task laid out before
them. What does thisindicate about our source of strength?Is
your heart tuned toward obedience or complacency? Where do
you need to be encouraged in your walk with God?
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Day Four

] The Presence of God

12

Digging
Deeper

o Messiah: Aspeople

who look back to the
words of the proph-
ets through the lens
of the Cross, we
have to ask our-
selves the primary
guestion when
studying the minor
prophets—How does
what I’ m studying
point meto Christ?
In today’ s passage,
we find the phrase
the “Desire of All
Nations.” In this de-
scriptor, we believe
that Haggai isrefer-
ring to the Messiah
who will come at the
end of history to set
up hiskingdom. “He
isthe ‘desired One
par excellence, the
most precious of al
prized possessions or
persons...The most
sought-after Person
of al personsisalso
the one to whom all
‘desirableitems’ and
‘wedlth’ will flow in
that day, for every-
thing that is valu-
able, prized, and pre-
cious belongsto him
as Lord, creator, and
owner of al things
(Psam 24:1).” (The
Messiah in the Old
Testament. Walter C.
Kaiser Jr, p.208.)

¢ Introduction:

%, Few words invoke more significance to the people of Israel than
the comforting, sustaining, motivating words of God when he, in
dealing with humble obedient children, declares, “ Be strong...for
| amwith you.” Thereis nothing that matters morein life than to
know that the presence of God iswith you. Moses refused to take
another step toward the Promised Land until he knew that God
would go with them (Exodus 34). In correction and restoration,
the thing David feared the most was that God would take his
Spirit from him (Psalm 51). We can muddle through the Christian
life knowing the right words or argument for what we believe
and convince most people that we are right with God. But until
we humbly bring to God all that we arein all of our deceitfulness
and weakness and lay ourselves at his feet in yielded exhaustion,
then we will never know the complete joy and power of God’'s
presence. In the promise of his presence, we find a hope to which
nothing can compare: Keep working. Stay strong. Don’'t give up
for the Desire of All Nations will soon come.

¢ Study: Read Haggai 2:1-9.
% Haggal’ssecond word from God comesin 2:1. What does this
message have to say to the leaders and the remnant?

% What do you think is the reason behind the questionsin v.3?Go
back and compare this with the peopl€e’ sresponse to the ruin of
the templein Ezra 3:12. Do you see remorse? Why? What does
God promise to provide to themin vv.4-5?

% What does the term “shake” suggest about the plan of God?
What does he promise about the glory of the temple? What
would the promised peace (v.9) replace?

¢ Reflect:
%  What does the temple signify about the presence of God? How
should New Testament believers understand the presence of
God? What fear does the peace of God need to replace in your
life? How much do you desire this “Desire of All Nations’?
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Day Five ] The Blessing

[ V4

Digging
Deeper

o Temple: Thisplayed a

key roleinthelife of
Israel. “It served as
both the place of

God'’ s specia pres-
ence...and the place of
proper worship.”

o Dates: “The specific
days and dates given
for these oracles are
worth noting. Thefirst
is...at the time of the
full maturing of the
grain; the second,
comes at the end of the
Feast of Tabernacles
(Israel’ s harvest festi-
val); the third and
fourth during the
growing season for
spring harvest. All of
these were periods
when people had no
excuse that they were
too busy to pay atten-
tion to the tem-
ple” (Fee & Stuart,
pp.253-54).

¢ Introduction:

% Over the course of four months, God spoke to his people strug-
gling to rebuild the ruins of the temple in Jerusalem through the
prophet Haggai four different times. Each of these oracles were
meant to challenge and encourage both the leader Zerubbabel
and the remnant. In fact, Fee and Stuart, in How To Read the Bi-
ble Book by Book, note a“clear correspondence between the
first [1:1-11] and third [2:10-19] (the covenant curse is now to
be overturned by covenant blessing) and between the second
[2:1-9]and fourth [2:20-23] (encouraging Zerubbabel as leader).”
In today’ sstudy, we find that obedience produces blessing and
restores what the curse of disobedience brings (cf. Deut.28).

¢ Study: Read Haggai 2:10-23.
% What is the purpose of vv.10-147?

% How does God turn what has been a curse into a blessing?
(vv.15-19). What do we learn about repentance and returning to
God versus resistance and running from God?

% What political significance doesthe “shaking” involvein vv.21-
22? How would this encourage Zerubbabel ?

LifelnFocus©isa
weekly sermon-based min-
istry serving Midlothian
Bible Church and is written
by Layne A. Mershimer
(mersh@att.net), Pastor of
Adult Ministries. Learning
takes place in the context
of community, so we en-
courage you to interact
with the lesson and send
your questions. Our prayer
isthat L.I.F. will help you
grow in the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

% God promises to make Zerubbabel like asignet ring. Thisim-
agery signifies “hisvalue to God as well as the authority to
carry out hiswill.” How does the New Testament describe the
seal God has placed on your life?

¢ Reflect:
%, Someone said, “ God delights in those who obey him, and loves
to be close to them, but he withdraws his blessing from the dis-
obedient.” Which are you? Pray for God to give you purpose

and blessing for life. Be sure to listen for what he asks of you.
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